
Marinfloc AB

BILGE WATER
MAGIC PIPES AND MILLION DOLLAR FINES.





…….and this one!

Oil content meter (OCM) A393x







By-pass



1” union connection 

direct to overboard “free 

of choice”

Sight glass, in order to be able to 

see what is discharged overboard. 

However in this glass you won’t 

see much.
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11Fresh water connected to overboard line before Oil Content Meter



The US Coast Guard and Department of justice has to date fined ship owners and 
ship managers > $400 million and 44 years in jail for bilge water offences.

Fines ranging from 200 000 USD to 40 million USD



WHY ?



The bilge water problem

1. Oil content meters

2. Bilge water tank

3. Heating

4. Chemicals

5. Oily water separator

6. Regulations

7. Whistle blowers act- False statements act

8. Oil record book

9. Training

10. Attitudes

11. Company policy



The bilge water problem

1. Oil content meters

2. Bilge water tank

3. Heating

4. Chemicals

5. Oily water separator

6. Regulations

7. Whistle blowers act- False statements act

8. Oil record book

9. Training

10. Attitudes

11. Company policy



Marpol requirements outside special 
areas

1. The ship is proceeding en route
2. The oily mixture is processed

through and oil filtering
equipment meeting the 
requirements of regulation 14 of
this Annex.

3. The oil content of the effluent
without dilution does not exceed
15 PPM.

4. The oily mixture does not originate
from cargo pump room bilges on 
oil tankers

5. The oily mixture, in case of oil
tankers, is not mixed with oil cargo
residues.



Discharge within special areas

All discharge of bilge water is 
prohibited in Antarctica. It is also
prohibited in the Arctic  as per the 
polar code for vessels constructed
after 1 Jan 2017. Vessels
constructed before 1 Jan 2017 must 
comply with the polar code
requirements by the first
intermediate or renewal survey , 
whichever comes first, after Jan 1 
2018.
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National legislations
Where can I use the bilge water separator?

• According to MARPOL 73/78 in: Sweden, Norway, Poland, 
Germany, Netherlands, France, UK, South Africa, Australia, 
Estonia, Japan. 

• USA: Will be adressed separately

• Finland: outside 4 NM:

• Denmark, Lithuania: outside 12 NM

• Canada: According to MARPOL 73/78                                     
except for: 5 ppm in inland waters &                                             
no discharge in arctic waters.
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USA
• MARPOL Protocol 73/78

• Act to Prevent Pollution from Ships (APPS)

• The Clean Water Act

• The False Statements Act 

• Sarbanes-Oxley act of 2002

• Witness tampering

• Conspiracy

• Responsible Corporate Officer Doctrine

• US Vessel general Permit

• US State regulations

• Whistleblower Protection act



Act to Prevent Pollution from Ships (APPS)
This is the act used for Marpol violations. Each 
felony punishable with up to 10 years in jail and a 
fine up to USD 250.000 for an induvidual and USD 
500.000 for a corporation for each violation.

The Clean Water Act
Prohibits discharge of oil and hazardous substances 
into the navigable waters of the USA or into the 
waters of the US contigous zone which is 200 nm 
from nearest land. 



Sarbanes-Oxley act of 2002
Obstruction of justice is considered a very serious crime and the 
Sarbanes-Oxley act of 2002 may be used to prosecute a seafarer if 
evidence is willfully withheld or destroyed. This could be the Oil 
content Meter memory card, the Oil Record Book or other 
information that would be providinguse to teh investigation. 

Witness tampering
If a crewmember or office representative threatens or intimidates a 
fellow crewmember to conceal, delay or bare false witness during an 
investigation it can be considered to be a witness tampering and can 
lead to fines or inprissonment.



Conspiracy
If two or more persons conspire to deraud the US government it can lead to fines 
and/or inprisonment.

Responsible Corporate Officer Doctrine

Fleet managers, Superintendents or other office managers or ship officers that 
were in a position to know or could prevent a violation may be held liable and 
prosecuted for teh violation even though it was comitted by someone else.



tampering of witness

obstruction of justice

conspiracy



Obstruction of justice

False statements

Tampering of witness

Conspiracy



Whistle blowers protection act.

Whistleblowers may be reqarded up to half of the fines 
and could recieve six figure rewards for providing
information.

Over 100 crew members have received APPS awards 
since mid 1990s
Over $17 million USD awarded
Highest award was for $2.1 million USD
Many awards were 25 to 30 times what the crewmember 
earns in a year.
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The whistleblower is rewarded under the Whistleblowers act and > 100 crew members have received APPS 
awards since mid 1990s.

Over $17 million USD has been awarded and the highest award was for $2.1 million USD.

This imposes a tremendous risk for the ship owners and ship managers.

Most of the investigations and prosecutions are initiated by whistle blowers
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The Department of justice will procecute the individuals and the company as 
per the False Statement Act, obstruction of justice, the tampering of witness , 
the conspiracy charge. 

If convicted:
• Fines 
• Possible imprisonment
• Probation to up to 5 years during which the company must implement an 

ECP- Environmental Compliance Plan.
• Continuous onboard inspections by a court appointed monitor that can

lead to additional fines.
• Vessels might be banned from calling US ports.

>150 companies and individuals prosecuted and 1400 vessels subject to ECPs. 

Aggressiveness of the Coast Guard and Department of Justice will not change



One bad apple can cause tremendous damage.

Need for protection
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Measures to Avoid Whistleblowers

• Training programs

• Encourage internal reporting of 
noncompliance in open reporting systems

• Investigate reports and take action 

• Reward internal reporting

• Superintendent ship visits reinforcing 
compliance message

• Ensure technical needs of vessel regarding 
pollution prevention equipment are addressed 
promptly

• Document what you do



Implement a program that aims to strengthen the 
corporate culture of compliance.

A program that strongly emphasizes both ethics 
and environmental compliance is good business!



Can you afford the cost of non compliance?




