
Marinfloc AB

BILGE WATER
MAGIC PIPES AND MILLION DOLLAR FINES.





éé.and this one!

Oil content meter (OCM) A393x







By-pass



1ò union connection 

direct to overboard ñfree 

of choiceò

Sight glass,in order to be able to 

see what is discharged overboard. 

However in this glass you wonôt 

see much.
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11Freshwater connectedto overboardline beforeOilContentMeter



The US Coast Guardand Department of justicehas to date fined shipownersand 
shipmanagers > $400 million and 44 years in jail for bilge water offences.

Fines ranging from 200 000 USD to 40 million USD



WHY ?



The bilge water problem

1. Oil content meters

2. Bilgewater tank

3. Heating

4. Chemicals

5. Oily water separator

6. Regulations

7. Whistle blowers act- Falsestatementsact

8. Oil record book

9. Training

10. Attitudes

11. Company policy
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Marpol requirementsoutsidespecial 
areas

1. The shipis proceedingen route
2. The oily mixture is processed

throughand oil filtering
equipmentmeeting the 
requirementsof regulation14 of
this Annex.

3. The oil contentof the effluent
without dilution doesnot exceed
15 PPM.

4. The oily mixturedoesnot originate
from cargopump room bilgeson 
oil tankers

5. The oily mixture, in caseof oil
tankers, is not mixed with oil cargo
residues.



Discharge within special areas

All discharge of bilgewater is 
prohibited in Antarctica. It is also
prohibited in the Arctic  as per the 
polar codefor vesselsconstructed
after 1 Jan 2017. Vessels
constructedbefore1 Jan 2017 must 
complywith the polar code
requirementsby the first
intermediateor renewalsurvey , 
whichevercomesfirst, after Jan 1 
2018.



18

National legislations
WherecanI usethe bilgewater separator?

ÅAccordingto MARPOL 73/78 in: Sweden, Norway, Poland, 
Germany, Netherlands, France, UK, South Africa, Australia, 
Estonia, Japan. 

ÅUSA: Will be adressedseparately

ÅFinland: outside4 NM:

ÅDenmark, Lithuania: outside12 NM

ÅCanada: Accordingto MARPOL 73/78                                     
exceptfor: 5 ppm in inland waters&                                             
no discharge in arcticwaters.
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USA
ÅMARPOL Protocol 73/78

ÅAct to Prevent Pollution from Ships (APPS)

ÅThe Clean Water Act

ÅThe False Statements Act 

ÅSarbanes-Oxley act of 2002

ÅWitness tampering

ÅConspiracy

ÅResponsible Corporate Officer Doctrine

ÅUS Vessel general Permit

ÅUS State regulations

ÅWhistleblower Protection act



Act to Prevent Pollution from Ships (APPS)
This is the act used for Marpol violations. Each 
felony punishable with up to 10 years in jail and a 
fine up to USD 250.000 for an induvidual and USD 
500.000 for a corporation for each violation.

The Clean Water Act
Prohibits discharge of oil and hazardous substances 
into the navigable waters of the USA or into the 
waters of the US contigous zone which is 200 nm 
from nearest land. 


