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“Our most important task right now is 

to get the politicians up and running on 

sustainable transports and what role 

shipping has in this system”, says Rikard 

Engström, CEO of the Swedish Shipown-

ers’ Association (SSA).”

Rikard Engström has been the CEO 

of SSA since June 2017. And even though 

he, and his collegues, are always working 

to promote shipping to the politicians he 

emphasizes that most Swedish political 

parties are becoming more aware of the 

value of shipping for the Swedish society.

“Politicians, independent of party col-

our, are now talking about the benefits of 

shipping. And we are very happy to see 

that. But it can always be better.”

“A good start”

“There are a few parameters that must be 

adjusted for the Swedish flag to become 

more competitive. The recently intro-

duced tonnage taxation system is a good 

start but it is not the finishing line!

A larger Swedish fleet is also impor-

tant, Rikard Engtröm says, as more ships 

mean not only more tax income.

“It is also important that Swedish 

ships are owned by Swedish companies 

to safeguard Swedish interests in the 

event of major international conflicts. If 

so the ships that have flagged out belong 

to the flag state’s total defense and not 

the Swedish.”

Increased transports

“And by 2030 we see that the interna-

tional transports will have gone up by 

50 per cent, compared to 2010. Shipping 

will have to take on a significant share 

of that increase. The land infrastructure 

cannot be extended to deal with this 

challenge alone if we are to pass on a 

sustainable future for the coming gener-

ations.”
Rikard Engström mentions one 

particular thing that is actual today – 

the new model for fees that has been 

announced by the Swedish Maritime 

Administration.

“We are not happy about this deve-

lopment. We would like them to listen to 

what the industry and other administra-

tions and politicians has to say. The sug-

gested system might not reach the aim 

regarding the environment and to have 

more freight and passengers transported 

by shipping.”

United industry

Even though it is important to talk to 

politicians and decision-makers to try 

to change things, Rikard Engström also 

says that the industry itself can do better 

in some areas.

“Our members are very innovative 

and we are constantly making progress – 

especially in green technologies. But we 

are not good at communicating the bene-

fits of shipping to the wider community.”

This summer, a new Minister of Infra-

structure, Tomas Eneroth, was appoint-

ed. He succeeded Anna Johansson.

“We will invite him and talk to him 

about what the shipping needs and try to 

establish a relationsship with him. And 

it will be done under the Blue Growth 

banner”, says Rikard Engström.

Blue Growth is a cooperation be-

tween SSA and the unions Seko Seafar-

ers’ branch and the Merchant Marine 

Officers’ Association.

“This is a very important collabo-

ration which gives us the strength and 

determination to show that all parts of 

the shipping community stand united.”

Apart from the Blue Growth coop-

eration Rikard Engström would like to 

widen cooperation further.

“We would like to see even closer 

ties between the business community, 

government and the academia. In that 

way we can make Swedish shipping grow 

even further.”
Adam Bergman

Cooperation is the key 

to growth in shipping  

Politicans are becoming more 

aware of the benefits of shipping, 

but everyone can do better.
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“We are constantly 

making progress”

Rikard Engström, Swedish 

Shipowners’ Association
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Donsö Shipping Meet and the Swedish shipping gazette are once again ma-
king the appreciated exhibition magazine for DSM19. The magazine is in eng-
lish and is available for free for all visitors at DSM. It will also be distributed 
to all the company subscribers of the Swedish shipping gazette in the end of 
august. The circulation is more than 10 000 printed copies, and it will also be 
possible to download it as a digital magazine from our digital platforms.

For you who are an exhibitor at Donsö, it is a great opportunity to invite vis-
itors to your stand or in any 
other way market your 
company.
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Moving with the  
ever-shifting  
world of shipping
the shipping community on Donsö is often characterized by its  

long-standing traditions. But the ability to embrace changes  

also makes it influentially modern.
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The Northern Group can look back on 
more than one hundred years of shipping 
experience. 

The Group’s CEO, David Kristensson, 
lives on Donsö and comes from a long 
line of ship owners. When he initiated 
the founding of Northern Offshore Ser-
vices (N-O-S) in 2008, his intention was 
to develop a shipping company operat-
ing crew transfer vessels (CTVs) for the 
offshore wind farm industry. As one of 
the very first European operators in this 
particular segment, N-O-S became an 
overnight success.

Problem solver“When we created the Northern Group, 
we wanted to form a group of companies 
that our customers and partners in the 
marine industry would see as long-term 
partners in areas such as offshore wind, 
renewable energy, ship supply and lubri-
cants”, explains David Kristensson.He says that the group is seeking a 

position in the forefront when it comes 
to safety, innovation and flexibility in 
order to create a win-win situation for its 
customers.

“We should add value to our custom-
ers’ processes and through that they 
should gain increased efficiency. We 
want to be perceived as a solution provid-
er, problem solver and a partner that is 
easy to do business with. A partner that 
our customers can turn to with their as-
signments and tasks with the confidence 
that their issues would be resolved.”

Substantial fleetNorthern Group’s headquarters is locat-
ed at Saltholmen in Gothenburg. The 
company also has offices in Copenhagen 
and Lowestoft in the UK. The Group’s fleet consists of some 

30 vessels most of which are modern, 
custom-built CTVs. These multi-purpose, 
high-speed catamarans are designed to 
deliver high performance and flexibility.

Fredrik Hallqvist, CCO at N-O-S, ex-
plains that the offshore wind industry is 
a business in constant change.“Our versatile fleet makes it easy for 

our customers to contract the most suit-
able vessel for their assignment and our 
experienced crews provide an excellent 
support for them. One very important 
part of our setup is our strong back 
office solution that provides 24/7 support 
regarding things as reports and technical 
information.”

He is proud of the fact that N-O-S 
has been successful in keeping its fleet 
employed.

“We are a CTV operator with the 
broadest geographical coverage through 
our presence in the UK, Germany, 
Belgium, the Netherlands, Denmark and 
Sweden. Our ambition is to be able to 
support both our existing and new cus-
tomers when offshore wind generation 
takes off in regions like Asia, Southern 
Europe and the US.”

N
-O

-S

A new generation of shipowners

The rapid expansion of the Northern Group has been driven by a new genera-

tion of entrepreneurs with their origins deeply rooted on the island of Donsö.
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The Helsinki Convention on the Protec-

tion of the Marine Environment of the 

Baltic Sea Area, or as it is more common-

ly known – HELCOM – was first signed in 

1992 and was officially ratified in January, 

2000.
HELCOM is based upon a set of 

principals whereby legislative, admin-

istrative and other applicable measures 

are applied to prevent and/or eliminate 

pollution and to promote and preserve 

the ecological recovery of the Baltic Sea 

Area. 
Germany, Denmark, Poland, Lithu-

ania, Latvia, Estonia, Russia, Finland 

and Sweden are all member nations 

with coordination carried out under the 

auspices of the EU.

Undertakings

Preventive measures, best environmental 

practices, best available technologies and 

a polluter-pays approach are just some of 

the undertakings that the convention is 

assigned to enforce.

Harmful substances enter the Baltic 

Sea from many different sources. Land 

run-offs, shipping activities, dumping 

at sea, waste water discharge and the 

exploration/exploitation of the seabed all 

play a part.

Not only does the Convention encom-

pass the Baltic Sea, but it also includes 

the inland waterways that feed into it 

and the catchment areas which surround 

it.
When HELCOM’s Baltic Sea Action 

Plan was first adopted in 2007, four 

priority areas were identified: eutroph-

ication (e.g. algae growth and dead 

seabeds) caused by an excess of nutrients 

commonly resulting from land-based 

activities such as farming and sewage 

release; hazardous substances such as 

those dumped at sea and contaminants 

originating from old shipwrecks and an-

ti-fouling coatings; biodiversity – working 

towards the conservation of Baltic Sea 

biodiversity and; maritime activities 

which must be conducted according to 

pre-determined environmental practices.

Data provider

HELCOM has been monitoring the state 

of the Baltic Sea for decades providing 

an extensive data-base that documents 

how the marine environment has trans-

formed over time. The HELCOM Initial 

Holistic Assessment of 2010 marked for 

the first time that a full ecosystem evalu-

ation of the Baltic Sea was possible. The 

assessment was based on data gathered 

between 2003 and 2007. 

A Second Holistic Assessment is now 

underway, and the results will be pub-

lished in mid-2017.

By monitoring the marine environ-

ment and how it responds to manage-

ment and preventative measures, com-

The guardian of the Baltic Sea

HELCOM has become synonymous with the Baltic Sea and efforts to  

ensure that it is not subjected to irreversible environmental burdens.

JOACHIM SJÖSTRÖM
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had the technical management of the 

vessels when they were owned by Bro-

ström, became more deeply involved as 

the MD of the new subsidiary. By then, 

Orsel’s MF Shipping Group had become 

a strong player on the North European 

tanker market.
MF Shipping Group handles the 

crewing and technical management of 

the 15 vessels in the Thun Tankers fleet of 

today. 13 of the ships are fully owned.

The new generation

Erik Thun AB went through its gener-

ation-shift in 2013 when the company 

celebrated its 50th anniversary. The 

third generation of Källssons, the cousins 

Johan and Henrik Källsson, then took 

over corporate management.

“I really like the way they handle the 

business and how they have taken con-

trol of the company. My role as the leader 

of Thun Tankers is based on trust. I’m 

very straight forward and I feel that there 

is a lot of mutual respect. Those who 

report to me must have faith in that my 

decisions are made with the long-term 

relationship in mind and not just my own 

interests as the owner of a ship manage-

ment company.”
When the Swedish Shipping Gazette 

met Karin Orsel in Groningen it had just 

been announced that Thun Tankers 

had placed orders for four 17 500 dwt 

product and chemical tankers to be built 

in China. Thun also has four 7 999 dwt 

tankers on order at Dutch Ferus Smit and 

another 16 300 dwt tanker order placed 

earlier in China.
“Now was the perfect timing. What 

I really appreciate is that the orders are 

part of a long-term vision.” 

Karin Orsel explains that the Thun 

newbuildings will fill gaps in the market. 

The orders are the result of a close 

dialogue with the oil majors, identifying 

what vessel types and sizes are needed, 

thereby securing a long-term market 

postion for the new vessels.

Karin Orsel is also a shipowner in her 

own right, with part ownership of no less 

than 18 tankers. She explains that her 

shipowning came about as “one of those 

opportunities” she could not let slip her 

by.
“Sometimes you just meet people and 

seize the opportunity”, she says. 

Endings …

Karin Orsel is nearing the end of a six-

year period as the President of WISTA, 

Women In Shipping and Trading Associa-

tion, a global network of female shipping 

executives. During her two terms as 

President the association has grown to 

nearly double the number of members. 

At the same time, WISTA has gained a 

closer, stronger and more visible position 

in the global maritime web of business 

and policy making. Today, WISTA has 

about 3 000 members in more than 40 

countries.  
“Even if I don’t continue as President 

I will always help the organisation. Being 

a part of the ICS and ISWAN with close 

connection to the ITF trust, WISTA and 

I can go on strengthening each other”, 

says Karin Orsel.
She remains vice president of ICS, the 

International Chamber of Shipping, for 

another year, then that term too will end 

although she will probably continue as 

part of the ICS board.

… and beginnings

Some of Karin Orsel’s appointments are 

ending, but she is taking up new ones,  

recently becoming part of the World 

Maritime University Board of Governors. 

Members of the board are appointed by 

the IMO Secretary-General Kitack Lim 

and report to the IMO Council.

After years working with an interna-

tional scope, she is now reverting some 

of her focus homewards. It is with pride 

that she reveals that she is now the new 

president of the Royal Dutch Shipown-

ers Association, KVNR. In July, it was 

announced that KVNR will be led by a 

two presidents, Karin Orsel and Sibrand 

Hassing, Director of Fleet Operations 

Europe of the Holland America Group.

“Now the time is right to go back and 

hopefully make a difference on a national 

level. We are going to be the first ship-

owner’s association with a duo in charge. 

We will add value to each other and to 

the organisation.”
Anna Lundberg

“I like 
building 
bridges”
Karin Orsel, CEO MF Shipping Group

Picture from KVNR’s general assembly in July. From left: New President Sibrand Hassing, 

former President Tineke Netelenbos, Dutch Princess Margriet and Karin Orsel.
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